NOV/DEC 2017 ISSUE

WWW.CITYOFPA.US

Hurricane Ridge - Photo by John Gussman

LOOKING AHEAD
Nov. 7 & 21: City Council, 6pm
Nov. 8: Planning Commission, 6pm
Nov. 10-12: Christmas Cottage (Vern Burton)
Nov. 11: PA Symphony Orchestra (PAHS)
Nov. 14: Utility Advisory Committee, 3pm
Nov. 16: Parks Commission, 6pm
Nov. 18: Winterfest (Vern Burton)
Nov. 24-26: Festival of Trees (Vern Burton)
Dec. 2-3: Vern Burton Christmas Fair
Dec. 5 & 19: City Council, 6pm
Dec. 9: Daddy Daughter Dance (Vern Burton)
Dec. 9: PA Symphony Orchestra (PAHS)
Dec. 12: Utility Advisory Committee, 3pm
Dec. 13 & 27: Planning Commission, 6pm
Dec. 16: Reindeer Fun Run, 1pm (City Pier)
Dec. 21: Parks Commission, 6pm
Jan. 1: Polar Bear Dip (Hollywood Beach)
Jan. 2 & 16: City Council, 6pm
Jan. 9: Utility Advisory Committee, 3pm
Jan. 10 & 24: Planning Commission, 6pm
Jan. 13-14: MLK Youth Basketball Tournament
Jan. 18: Parks Commission, 6pm
Jan. 21: Wedding Expo (Vern Burton)
Every Saturday: PA Gateway Farmers Market, 10-2

DID YOU KNOW?
The City offers a Facade and Sign Improvement Grant for businesses in the downtown and commercial corridors to improve
the character of our commercial districts.
To learn more about these grants, contact Community
& Economic Development at 360-417-4750.

STAY IN TOUCH
Follow the Community & Economic Development, Fire, Parks & Rereation, Police, and
Public Works departments on Facebook.

CHOOSE LOCAL
With the holiday season around the corner, it is a great time to start thinking
strategically about how you will shop for gifts this year. If you choose to spend
your dollars locally, you are making a great reinvestment in your own community.
Over the last several years with the help of local businesses and committee
members, the City has administered a Choose Local program recognizing that
each citizen in our community makes a conscious choice about where they shop
and spend their money. Focus on this issue resulted from a 2010 study which
illustrated 43% of all retail business dollars are spent outside of Clallam County.
Choose Local is an educational campaign designed to give consumers information to use in deciding where to spend their money. It highlights the benefits of
choosing to buy goods and services locally.
The program is designed to make everyone aware of the following key points:
• When your money is spent locally, you are supporting the community that
supports you and investing in its future prosperity
• You’re strengthening the tax base that gives you the public services you rely on
• You’re helping the environment by reducing the distance you travel to purchase the goods & services you rely on
• You’re helping to create local jobs (thereby reinvesting in your own city)
• You’re helping to nurture the unique character of your town
(story continued on back)

CHOOSE LOCAL, CONTINUED
In 2012, City Council passed a resolution to ensure City purchasing and services are obtained from local businesses. While there are substantial constraints
based on State law to implement this practice, the City established a policy that
works within the confines of those limitations ensuring staff members incorporate and consider local choices as part of their stewardship of local tax dollars.
Your choice is important. On average, for every $100 spent at a locally-owned
business, $70 stays in our local economy creating jobs and expanding the local
tax base.
If everyone in the greater Port Angeles area chose to spend an extra $10 per month locally it would result in an
additional $1.6 million dollar benefit each year. The City hopes that each of you will consider shopping locally
this holiday season.

SAVING OUR SEWER LINES
Almost every week you’ll find City crews working proactively to keep our City’s sewer lines open. This year alone, City personnel vacuumed and cleaned more than
112,765 feet of sewer pipes and video inspected more than 40,204 feet for breaks
and clogs. Using a vactor truck and special tools, they cut tree roots and suck out
rocks, congealed fat, and other debris that work into sewer pipes. This helps keep
our sewer lines free and clear, protects the sewer treatment plant, and safeguards
our valuable marine environment.
						
Municipalities throughout the world are focusing on sewer pipe cleanliness to reduce damage and wastewater utility costs. Man-hours cleaning clogged pumps can cost thousands of dollars, and replacing broken
pumps can cost tens of thousands of dollars – all tied into wastewater utility rates.
Citizens can help control these costs and protect our infrastructure by being mindful of what they put into the sewer system. Even
products labeled “biodegradable” or “flushable” can cause clogging. Putting the wrong things down the drain can damage the sewer
system, cause water and sewage to backup into your home, and may trigger sewer releases into the marine environment.
On the not-OK list of things to flush are dental floss, paper towels, children’s toys, disposable diapers, kitty litter, mop refills, cotton
swabs, prescription medications, cigarette butts, bandages, feminine hygiene products, baby wipes, hair, motor oil, coffee grounds,
cotton balls, facial tissues, paint, and a host of other items. Thanks for doing your part to help keep our sewer lines clear!

CITY SPOTLIGHT: OPERATION CANDY CANE
Operation Candy Cane is a volunteer and career firefighter activity. The program
began in the mid-1980s as a means of contributing to the local food banks and
interacting with the community. The Operation Candy Cane vehicle that is usually referred to as “Sparky” is a restored 1954 Seagrave pumper engine. Each year,
many hours go into decorating the engine and preparing for its anticipated trip
through town.
It takes six nights for the firefighters and engine to travel through the streets of
Port Angeles, often covering up to 26 miles a night. The engine is escorted
by firefighters on foot as they make their way through town collecting donations
of cash and canned or boxed foods, and handing out candy canes to onlookers in the streets. After 30 years, this continues to be a
tradition that the members of the department and the community support and look forward to.
In 2016, the Fire Department raised more than $1,200 in donations and collected more than 7,100 pounds of food during Operation
Candy Cane. Be on the look out for Sparky in your neighborhood this year between December 2-7! Visit the Fire Department’s Facebook page or webpage on www.cityofpa.us for the neighborhood schedule.

