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First of all, I want to recognize the efforts of our Legal and Police Departments in managing the county 
jail population for city prisoners.  As shown on the attached report, jail mandays decreased to 440 in 
June which is the lowest monthly level in over a year.  This resulted in jail housing costs decreasing to 
approximately $29,000 in June, compared to about $55,000 in March and $37,000 in May. I also wanted 
to note in the attached report that the number of community service work hours imposed at sentencing 
has increased and this will help in managing our jail costs. 
 
The number of public records requests submitted to the City Clerk’s Office and Police Department 
continues to increase as shown in another report.  To date a total of 730 requests have been submitted 
with the City incurring costs of about $42,000. 
 
Apparently none of the City’s federal appropriations requests were included in Senator Murray’s 
approved listing of projects.  We received word yesterday that the only local projects included were the 
Elwha Valley Road project submitted by Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe and a transit maintenance facility 
for Clallam Transit.  I have a call in to Senator Murray’s office to verify this information and to 
determine why our projects were not included on the recommended funding list.   
 
During the Chamber of Commerce discussion this week, two of the speakers mentioned concerns about 
the City’s regulatory environment and how  permits and other regulations may be impacting our local 
economy’s ability to grow.  As you know, a number of significant improvements have been made in our 
permitting and inspection process over the last year or two.  As a result, these comments were 
disconcerting to City staff members.  Yesterday, Councilmember Kidd and I spoke to Russ Veenema 
about how to get the word out regarding these recent improvements and Russ agreed to provide us an 
opportunity during an upcoming Chamber program next month to provide some comments.   
 
The Hurricane Ridge Road Fundraising Drive is well underway and a request for funding will be made 
to the County Lodging Tax Advisory Committee meeting on Monday.  Please do your part to help 
spread the word about the importance of reaching the $75,000 funding commitment by August 15.  It is 
easy to make tax deductible donations by stopping by Chase Bank or going online to www.wnpf.org and 
clicking “donate now” and select Olympic National Park Hurricane Ridge Road.   
 
 
- Kent Myers 
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