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It is expected that the next session of the State Legislature will include a number of bills that could be 
detrimental to Washington cities.  With the State’s financial crisis, the City of Port Angeles could be 
facing a number of items that will place additional cost burdens on city governments.  With these 
challenges in mind, I am pleased to be appointed by the new AWC President to the 2010-11 AWC 
Legislative Committee (see attached letter).  Hopefully, I can bring some new ideas to this committee 
and be able to develop a close working relationship with our legislative members.   
 
With the political season now upon us, we have been getting questions about the placement of political 
signs.  As a result of these questions, the City Attorney is reviewing his previous legal position as stated 
in 2004 (see attached memo).  This previous position was the result of a Washington Supreme Court 
case which recognized that special consideration should be given to political signs.  The City Attorney 
should have his review completed sometime next week and his comments will be forwarded to the 
Council.  The previous position may or may not change as a result of this review. 
 
The Clallam Economic Development Council (EDC) meeting this week went well particularly the 
presentation by Charles Brandt from Battelle on opportunities for this area to capitalize on the emerging 
development of alternative energy resources.  A copy of his presentation should be available in the next 
few days and will be forwarded to Council. Following this presentation, the EDC Board adopted 
renewable energy as one of five new clusters that they would like to focus on for economic development 
efforts in the county over the next several years.  The other four clusters include natural resources 
(agriculture and forestry), composite manufacturing, tourism and marine trades.  It is expected that the 
Olympic Tourism Commission will take the lead role on local tourism development while the Port will 
take the lead responsibility for marine trades and composite manufacturing.   
 
The local fund raising effort for Hurricane Ridge Road is moving full speed ahead.  This week Russ and 
I met with representatives from the Winter Sports club and they are assisting our efforts.  We expect to 
make a presentation to the County Lodging Tax Committee in the next several weeks.  Also, I have draft 
a list of frequently asked questions (FAQs) that is being sent to various local organizations that will help 
in responding to the many questions about this fund raising campaign.   
 
 
 
- Kent Myers 
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PoliticalSigns

OCT22

CITYOFPORTANGELES
DeptofCommunityDevelopment

ISSUEMaytheCityprohibitplacementofpoliticalsignsinthepublicrightsof
wayadjacenttothepavedportionofstreets

SUMMARYTheCitymayprohibitpoliticalsignsfrompublicrightsofwayif
ithasadoptedanordinancedoingsoiftheordinanceprohibitsallsignsfromthe
rightsofwayandifithasbeenconsistentlyapplied

DISCUSSIONAttemptstocontrolpoliticalsignsinpublicplaceshavegenerated
anumberoflawsuitsbothatthestateandfederallevelsThereareseveralUnited

StatesSupremeCourtcasesonthissubjectInWashingtonStatetheleadingcase
isColliervTacoma1993Thatcaseaddressesmostoftheissuespresenthere
inPortAngeles

ThecourtintheCollierdecisionengagesinalengthyandintricatelegalanalysis
ofcasesfromtheUnitedStatesSupremeCourtaswellasotherstatesandthe
specificregulationsinTacomaForpurposesofthismemoitisnotnecessaryto
summarizethatanalysisRatheritseemssufficienttohighlightkeypoints

TheWashingtonSupremeCourtheldthattheareaofthepublicrightofway
commonlyreferredtoastheparkingstriporplantingstripisatraditionalpublic
forumAssuchitreceivesaspecialconstitutionalprotectionforpoliticalspeech
ThatdoesnotmeanpoliticalsignsmustalwaysbeallowedHoweveritdoes
meanthattheycanbeprohibitedonlyinlimitedcircumstances

InmyopinionundertheCollierdecisionpoliticalsignscanbeprohibitedin
publicrightsofwayiffirstthereisaCityordinancethatprohibitsallsignsfrom
thepublicrightofwayandtheprohibitionisbasedonacompellinginterestA
compellinginterestwouldbeaestheticsincombinationwithtrafficsafetyThere
couldbeothercompellinginterests
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ItisimportantthatallsignsbeprohibitedAproblemintheColliercasewasthat
Tacomadidallowsomesignstobeplacedintherightofwayforexamplefor
salesignsAndTacomaalsoallowedpoliticalsignstobeplacedintherightof
wayfortwomonthspriortotheelectionThesefactsindicatedtothecourtthat
Tacomawasattemptingtomakeadistinctionbetweenpoliticalsignsand
commercialsignsUndertheconstitutionpoliticalsignsshouldhaveprioritybut
undertheTacomaordinancecommercialsignsactuallyhadpriority

Additionallythecourtsaidthattrafficsafetyandaestheticswerenotthereal
concernsofthecitysinceTacomadidallowthesignswithoutlimitationsfor
certainpurposesanddidallowpoliticalsignsatcertaintimes Thusforan
ordinancetobevalidandenforceableitprobablymustprohibitallsignsatall
timesanditmustbeconsistentlyapplied

ThisanalysisraisesseveralquestionsIquicklyscannedthePAMCanddidnot
findacomprehensiveprohibitionofsignsinpublicrightsofwayThereisat
PAMC1795170asectionthatsaysnopoliticalsignsmaybelocatedinthe
publicrightofwayThatprohibitionisclearlyinvalidundertheColliercaseI
didnotfindacorollaryprovisionintheCodethatprohibitsallsignsfromthe
publicrightofwayLikewiseIdidnotfindanythingabouttrafficsafetyor
aesthetics

PastpracticeinPortAngelesasIunderstandithasbeentoprohibitpolitical
signsHoweverthatpracticemaynotstandifchallengedincourtunlessithas
theprerequisitesoftheappropriateordinanceandlegislativegoals

Thismemoisnotintendedtoforceortoforecloseacourseofactionthatwewill

followRatheritisintendedtoillustratethelegalissuesandtoserveasabasis
forfurtherdiscussion

AfteryouhavehadachancetoreviewthisIwouldbehappytoworkwithyou
furthertodevelopacourseofaction

WlamE oor

CityAttorney

WEBjd

ccMikeQuinnCityManager
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