
CITY MANAGER WEEKLY UPDATE REPORT  ~ KENT MYERS 
February 5, 2010 
 
As indicated in the attached letter, the new Port Angeles Water Treatment Plant is substantially 
complete.  We plan on actually using water from this new facility later next week and within the next 
several months we will try to schedule an official dedication for this new facility. 
 
During the recent City Council Retreat, there were several questions raised about the impact from the 
recent decision to reduce the hours for the front counter.  I have attached an update report from Yvonne 
on the front counter hours.  Now that we have made it through a transition period, the new hours appear 
to be working well with a decreasing level of customer complaints. 
 
This week I attended the Olympic Tourism Commission meeting with the State Director of Tourism.  
This allowed me to see first-hand the State’s plans for tourism promotion for the next two years.  The 
new tourism promotion plans include the new slogan “Washington-The State” and features a large 
number of outdoor activities on the Peninsula as well as a major focus on Twilight.  Our State allocates 
about $6.8 million a year for these promotional activities which ranks Washington #41 in tourism 
promotion expenditures.  I mentioned to the Director about the importance to focus on in-state citizens 
who, due to reduced disposable income, cannot travel out of state as they have in the past. 
 
I also met with the group that is attempting to create a co-op retail venture in the former Gottschalk’s 
building.  This committee believes that this type of business has a lot of potential and is currently 
considering a focus on goods similar to what Gottschalk’s previously sold.  A lot of additional work is 
still needed to determine the market for this type of business, develop a start-up budget, and create a 
membership structure.  But at least for now the group sees a lot of merit to pursuing this concept. 
 
I also met with the new Director of the YMCA, Kyle Cronk, to begin planning the transition of the pool 
operations from the City to the YMCA.  This includes the installation of the Y’s computer and phone 
system and numerous other details.  In terms of current employees, they will be interviewed for pool 
positions, but they will not be guaranteed continued employment. 
 
Finally, I wanted to provide you with a summary of the City Manager’s Coffee that was held on Friday.  
This Coffee was attended by 13 local citizens and two Council members (Brooke Nelson and Pat 
Downie).  One of the major areas of discussion was the need for the City to continue to focus on new 
bike lanes and expansion of the Discovery Trail.  One of the citizens who attended has just moved to 
Port Angeles from Los Angeles and he commented on the need for additional bike trails.  Another major 
discussion topic is the need for the City to try to hire more local engineers and contractors for City 
projects.  Based upon the comments that were made by about 7 of the attendees at the Coffee, there is a 
real perception that too much of our funds are being spent on out-of-town firms.  Other issues discussed 
was the need for better handling of inspections by the Public Works Department; the need for 
improvements to Civic Field, and the need to address an increasing homeless problem in the downtown 
area.   
 
- Kent Myers 
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