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This week we had some positive news with the announcement that Jeff Robb was 
selected as the new Executive Director of the Port Authority.  I have had the opportunity 
to work with Jeff on several issues related only to the Airport, but he appears to be a real 
professional who is dedicated to the continued growth and economic development of our 
community.  It is also interesting to note that I have never heard a negative word about 
Jeff and, since he has been around for a number of years, this speaks highly of support for 
him within the community.  I am personally looking forward to a cooperative and 
productive working relationship with him for a number of years to come. 
 
While on the subject of the Port Authority, we continue to work with the Port on trying to 
get our remaining issues, questions and concerns addressed by NOAA on their recent site 
selection process.  Attached is a copy of correspondence that Jeff Robb sent to NOAA 
early this week as well as their response which was received yesterday.  The local NOAA 
team is reviewing this response and we may have a final decision on a possible appeal by 
next week.   
 
A large portion of this week was devoted to initial departmental meetings on the 2010 
budget.  I look forward to updating you on our progress at Tuesday’s Council meeting.  
District Court costs continue to be a major concern in next year’s budget and I spent 
some time with Jim Jones this week trying to get a handle on these costs.  We should also 
know by Tuesday’s Council meeting whether or not the employee unions are willing to 
reopen their contracts to eliminate the 2010 COLA increases.  If they do not approve this 
change, then we will have to make even more budget reductions in the coming year. 
 
This week Mayor Braun and I were able to participate in some of the activities of the 
Pacific Unity exercise involving the U.S. Coast Guard and other Guard units from around 
the world.  This was a great event and provided some positive impact on our local 
economy.   
 
Have a great weekend and see you on Tuesday evening. 
 
-Kent Myers 
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